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LETTER, G. 
Rev EREND Stk; 

| Ou might juſtly be offended at an Ad- 

dreſs of this publick Nature, were not 

the ſubject Matter aſufficientApology. 


And indeed unleſs I had thought it a 
very important Buſineſs, I ſhould not have given 


you this Trouble. But when any Thing is go- 


ing wrong among us, I know not any one 1 


ought rather to have Recourſe unto than your: 


ſelf, who. are by all good Judges eſteemed a 


Perſon of ſo great Learning, ſalid Judgment 
and quick Penetration; who can ſo eaſily diſ- 


5 


cern the inn and are fo zealous in the De- 
fence of it. The high Notions I had conceiv'd 
of your, Honeſty and Impartiality encouraged 
me in this: For you not only bravely preſerve 
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to this Day your heroick Zeal againſt Profeſſor 


Ss Errors, but are alſo daily giving freſh. 


Proofs of your warm Concern for Truth, For 
when a Number of Miniſters: publiſhed ſome 

peculiar 8 oppoſed them with the 
honeſt Boldneſs of a faithful Miniſter of our 
bleſſed Lord. Whatever other Motives, ariſing 
from Differences among us, might engage fome 
to be Enemies to theſe good Men, I am per- 


ſwaded it was nothing but a hearty Zeal for 


what you were convinced was the Truth of 
the Goſpel, induced you to appear againſt their 
Notions. | 25 
+ When you reflect a little, you will with me 
be very much ſurpriſed, that while a Preface 
fo the Marrow, & c. has been ſo loudly cry d 
out againſt, yet a Preface. to a moſt, excellent 
Book, even our Confeſſion of Faith, has not 
been publickly cenſured by any Member of 
this Church (that I know of) tho there are 
many Things obnoxious in it. 
Tour honeſt Regard for Truth is a Proof to 
me, that you ſcorn to uſe any Arguments but 
ſuch as are ſtrong and concluſive ; that you 
Have a juſt and noble Abhorrence againſt ſay- 
ing any Thing that is weak or falſe, to ſupport 
the beſt Caufe: And therefore T have choſen 
to direct to you ſome few Reflections upon 
that Piece, not doubting, but you will be as 
- zealous againſt this Performance of a ſingle 
Perſon, as againſt a Repreſentation of Twelve 
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reverend Brethren. And to engage you to this, 
T ſhall in this Epiſtle lay before you the evil 
Nature and dangerous Tendency of this Piece; 
which will appear if we conſider, | 

I. That he evidently betrays the Cauſe be 
pretends to defend. | | 
II. That be betrays it in ſuch a Manner is 
pives Countenance to the moſt dangerous Da- 
Frines and vileſt Practices. | 

I. He betrays our Cauſe while he pretends th 
defend it. This will appear if we conſider, 
1, That he rejects the only good and con- 
cluſive Arguments for our Cauſe, I mean thoſe 
drawn from Scripture, Pag. 5 r. And this he 
does for a Reaſon which any Man who pre- 
tends to be a Member of the Church of Scot- 
land, ſhould bluſh to mention, vis. becauſe it 
would engage him in many intricate Queſtions 
about the divine Right of our Government, and 
the Authority of Church-Officers : And there- 
fore ſince the Power of Scripture-Biſhops or 
Presbyters,and the Qualifications of Miniſters, 
are (in his Opinion) left ſo vague and unde- 
termined in the Word of GO D, and perplexed 
with ſo many Intricacies, he excufes himſelf 
from ſuch knotty Work, as to defend Presbyte- 
ry from Scripture, or aſcertain the Qualifica- 
tions our Lord Jeſus Chriſt requires of his Mi- 
niſters. But, Sir, T hope we are not ſo dege- 
nerate as to believe our Cauſe is wrapt up in ſo 
much Darkneſs, or that Presbytery is fo hard 
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to be found in the Bible. I am ſure every Mi 
- 'niſter declares otherwiſe at his Ordination; 
and if this Gentleman had ever read Mr. An- 
der ſons Book, or many others; had he lookt 
fo the 2oth of the AFs, or the Epiſtles to 
Timothy and Titus, and other Parts of Scrip- 
ture, he would have found that Presbytery was 
plainly and eyidently contained in the Bible, 
and the 


ing to his View of Things,the Scriptures were 
ſo obſcure and dark in theſe Points, as not to 
give the leaſt Spark of Light; and therefore 
fe lays them aſide as ulcleſs in the preſent 
Caſe, in Order to make Room for the Fancies 
of his own Brain. And can you, Sir, without 
à deep Concern behold to how low an Ebb 
the Authority of our dear Redeemer is ſunk ? 

Can you without Grief . obſerye, that the De- 
terminations af the holy Scriptures are ſet a- 
{ide and neglected, even while we arg pretend- 
ing to defendthe Practice of a Chriſtian, of a 
Proteſtant Church? Can there be any Way to 
rove that Chriſtians act as they ought to do, 


but by ſhowing their Conduct is conform to 


the Commands af their great and only Lord 
and Maſter? Do we not all profeſs to believe 
the Scriptures to. be the only and ſufficient 
Rule? What then muſt the World. about us 
think, ta ſee joined to our Confeſſion of Faith, 
'»# Preface whuch defends our Practice, not by 


- ſhewing 


Qualifications of Miniſters fully and 
clearly fixt and determined. But alas! accord- 


ery Mi 
ation; 
Ir. An- 
e lookt 
{tles to 
Scrip- 
ry. was 

Bible, 


ly and 
ccord- | 


Ss were 
not to 
refore 
YDreſent 
'ancies 
1thout 
n Ebb 
ſ\unk } 
e De- 
ſet a- 
etend- 
, of a 
ay to 
to do, 


rm to 


Lord 
elieve 
1C1ent 
ut us 
Faith, 
Ot by 
Wing 


ſnewing its Conformity to the Scriptures; 
which we aſſert to be the only Rule; but be- 
cauſe it is agreeable to I know not what upſtart 
airy Notions of Cabals of Men and Rigkts of 
Societies. Eyery one muſt own that he hag 
choſen the moſt improper Way of defending 
us. What can be ſaid in Defence of, the, Man 
who tells us Pag. 58. that he conſiders t 
Church as a C RISTIAN Society entere 
into for ſpiritual Purpoſes, and yet ſets aſide 
the Declarations of Jeſus Chriſt, the only Head 
and Lawgiver to his Church. Can we. have 
a Right to do any Thing as Chriſtians which 
is not conferred upon us by the Lord Jeſus? 
Is it not then evidently betraying our Cauſe, 
to diſregard and reject all our Proofs taken 
from Scripture ? What would you think of an 
Advocate who. undertogk to defend your Title 


to an Eſtate, and yet neglected to adduce an 


Act of the Legiſlator, which alone gave yo 

Right to that Eſtate, and was the only alf 
Foundation of your Claim: i 

But 24%, Leſt rejecting the Scripture-Proofs 
ſhould not expoſe our Cauſe enough, he defends 
it by ſuch Reaſoning as is obviouſly falſe and 
inconcluſive : For all the Defence he makes 


for the Church of Scotland is, That the acts as 


a Chriſtian Society ought to do, becauſe all 
that is done in Societies is Right, and there- 
fore ſhe being a Society cannot do wrong. 
Jo prove which, I ſhall give you the Prin- 
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Eiples vn which he 1 are contaiited 
fem Pag. 52. to Pag. 58. inchufive. The Ar- 
1 do him Juſtice, ſhall be ſtated in 
mis own Words, cutting off only ſuch idle Epi- 


" thets and airy Circumlocutions as do not affect 


the main Argument. 


Pag. 52. As Freedom is the Birthripht of 


Mankind, any Number of Perſons may volun- 


Farly unite themſelves, to ſuch Purpoſes and un- 
der ſuch Regulations as appear 1ſeffil and con- 
venient to them. Religion is the brigbteſt Glory 


of rational Creatures, and therefore tis reaſon- 
able Men ſhould unite together in worſhipping 
Aſſemblies. k Pag. 53+ Every religious Society 
bath a natural Privilege of worſhipping in that 
Way, and atting in every Caſe as they believe 
themſelves directed bythe 3 Rule of Faith. 
Every . Soviety bath a Ripht to determine to 
whof: Government it ſhall ſubmit in its ſpiritual 
Concerns. Pag. 54. Every Society muff bave 
the-Liberty to judge for themſelves what Faith 
they would haue preached to them, and to de- 


rermine what Dofrines and Articles of Faith 


Py expe the Belief of from their Paſtors. 
Pap. 55. When the greater Part of a Nation 
enter into a Society of this Nature, there will 
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425 bat may be underſtood by a national 
burch, and the Articles of Faith received by 
them will become a national Confeſſion. But our 
Church was united together by the ſame Faith 
% Hope, the Menibers of it a thy 
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trines, in the Appointment whereof, Authority 
of both Kinds, Civil and Sacred, Ar of Par- 
iament and Aſſembly, concurred. | 
This Argument is in ſhort this, Every Society 
have a Right to make what Rules of Belief or 
Practice they think fit for themfelves : But our 
Church as a religious Society has received dur 
Confeſſion, therefore ſhe is right in ſo doing. 
What is this but in other Words to ſay, That 
our Church acts as a Chriſtian Society ought 
to do, becauſe the, as a Society, has agreed 
to do what ſhe does, and therefore ſhe does 
Right: As if every Thing done by every So- 
ciety were right and juſt, barely becauſe they 
do it, and a Society could do no wrong. Strange! 
that this Author, had he really deſigned it, 
could not have defended us at leaſt with ſome- 
thing that had the Shew of Reaſoning. Muſt 
we, if we will ſee our Practice vindicated, be 
contented likewiſe to behold the Foundations 
of all Morality fapt and deſtroyed, Right and 
Wrong changed with every Corporation, and 
the eternal Rules of Reaſon made as variable 
and uncertain as the different Humors of Men 
are? Could fo ingenious a Gentleman be ig- 
norant that every Society, yea the whole ra- 
tional World, is eternally and unalterably ob- 


liged to follow that which is Tight — 
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Fi and therefore tho they ſhould meet in one 
grand Aſſembly, and by an unanimous Vote 
agree to diſſolve theſe Obligations, yet they { 

” would ſtill remain as firmly bound as ever, tho by 
| they talkt as loudly of the Rights of Society, os 

to act in every Cale as they believe Right, as 
the Prefacer himſelf? ECU 1 
_ How came a Society to have the Privilege 
of doing any Thing they pleaſe, more than e- 
very Individual? And I hope our Author will 
not ſay that every individual Perſon has a 
Right, a full unqueſtionable Right, to do what 
he pleaſes. The Law of the great GOD, and 
not the Pleaſure or Opinion of a Society, is to 
be their only Rule. Nor can I imagine it poſ- 
ſible for them to have any Right to deviate 
from the divine Commands. Conſider Men 
ds you pleaſe, either in a State of Nature, or 
bleſt with a Revelation, they are {till obliged 
to obey GOD; nor can any Number of them 
met together diſſolve this Obligation, or have 
a Right to contradict the Injunctions of their 
Trexor in the leaſt Particular. FIT 
In a State of Nature the Laws of Reaſon 
are our only Guide, but theſe are too fixt and 
Table to be altered by the Votes of every | 
Club. For I believe it will be very difficult 
to find out whence a Society derives a Right 
of doing what they pleaſe. GOD neyer gave 
any of his Creatures a Right to do wrong, nor 
Fan any created Being have ſuch a Right fro 5 
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himſelf, as little can he an it from his fel“ 
low Creatures As long as we continue rea- 
ſonable Creatures, we are obliged to follow 
the Rules of Reaſon ; as long as the Character 
ſubſiſts, the Obligations reſulting from that 
Character remain in full Force: And therefore 
no created Being can have a Right to do any 
Thing, but w hat his Creator enjoins, The Light 
of Nature informs us of no Injunctions from 
our Creator, but ſuch as are fit and reaſonable 
in themſelves: And therefore had our Author 
deſigned a real Defence, he would have ſhown, 
27 Practice was reaſonable in itſelf conf) der; 
that is, he would have roven that if ſuch 
G 1 obtained i in the World, i it would cer- 
tainly do more Good than Harm: He would 
have ſhown it was conducive to the Glory of 
GOD, and the univerſal Benefit of Mankind, 
Had he done this, he might undeniably have 
concluded that we have a Right to exerciſe 
ſuch a Practice, becauſe rational Creatures 
have an unqueſtiopable Right to do all the 
Good they can. 
But inflead of this he fays, The Society does 
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it; therefore they have a Right to go it; or, 


it is reaſonable; juſt as if every Thing done 
by every Society was ſo. When different Sa- 

each other, and tho one Sas 
ciety is for Creeds, another Society may agree 
there ſhall-be no Creeds, I ſuppoſe. they have 


* Naa to do this too by the Prefacer's Prin- 


pe 


| . 

viples. But what is the Meaning of this Right 
of Society his Head was fo filled with? Is it 
that every Society acts wiſely and rationally in 
Whatever they do? Or, that what they do is 


pleaſing to GOD: Or that none of their fellow 


Creatures may quarrel and condemn their Pra- 
ctice, or give a Teſtimony againſt it? I am 


perſwaded he can mean none of thefe. *Tis | 
a ſtrange Kind of a Right then, that neither ex- 
empts from Guilt and Cenſure in this World, 
nor Condemnation and Puniſhment in the next. 


Should I demand of this Author if any Society 
can do wrong, no doubt he will anſwer, Yes, 
fince different Societies have done contrary 
Things. Whata poor and trifling Defence then 
of any Practice is it to ſay it was done by a So- 
ciety? What can follow from that, but perhaps 
it is right, perhaps it is wrong. And ſince at 
preſent, with reſpect to Religion, there are 
more Societies wrong in the World than right; 
to vindicate a religious Practice by ſaying it is 
done by a Society, is in a very notable Way to 
defend it by ſaying it is more probable it is er- 
roneous than juſt and reaſonable. But perhaps 


he means no more than that if once a Society | 


Have voted any Thing, no Man muſt contra- 
dict them; or, in his Stile, a Stranger muſt 
Fort inter medle. But I believe, Sir, you will 
with me be of Opinion, that it is a natural and 


unalterable Duty to inform Men of their Mi- 


makes and Errors, and to endeavour by all the 
. | | Methods 
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C130). 
Methods of Reaſon, Argument and Peaſwaſion 
to bring them to a better Mind. Can I love 
my Neighbour as I ought, and neglect fo im- 
portant a Favour as to exhort and rebuke hing 


$ when it is neceſſary? And he is under an in- 


diſpenſable Obligation to amend what is amiſs, 
and is highly culpable if he does not hear me. 
But what is the Reaſon why a Stranger muſt 


S not intermedle 2 Becauſe the Matter about 


which he concerns himſelf has been voted, But 
this is a ſtrange Efficacy of compting Voices, 


to diſſolve a natural Obligation upon me ta 


exhort, and upon him to amend, But in Truth 
and Reality it only lays a Foundation for both, 
I ask your Pardon for detaining you thus 
long to prove a Thing ſo evident, That if we 
conſider Men in a State of pure Nature, the 
eternal Rules of Reaſon are the Standard and 
Meaſure of Right and Wrong, and not the O- 
pinions of Men or Votes of Societies. 
Then conſider us as Chriſtians, we oughe 
to embrace or eſtabliſh no Doctrines but What 
GOD has revealed, nor obſerve any religious 
Practice but what he has enjoined. What GOD 


reveals is to be received and embraced, hecauſe 
he reveals it; not what Men are pleaſed to de- 


termine by a Plurality of Voices. So that if 
he conſider us as a Chriſtian Society, as he ex- 
preſly tells us he does, in order to juſtify our 
Practice as good and uſeful, he ſhould ſnew ie: 
to be agreeable to, aud founded upon the Mord 
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Sf GOD; and not barely tell us it is done by 


A Society. For what follows from this? Socie- 
ties are frequently wrong: Therefore to ſay 


'# Thing is done by a Society, is only telling 
a Fact, and can be no Proof at all of the 


Juſtice, Fitneſs or Equity of that Fact, 

There is only one Thing I would mention 
in this Place, which relates to the Proviſion 
made by the Goſpel for the Subſiſtence of Mi- 


niſteds. Every faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
who labours in Spirituals, ought to have a 


competent Proviſion made for him: And can 
we do right, or act as Chriſtians, while we de- 
ny this? Becauſe as a faithful Steward of Di- 


vine Myſteries, he declares to us the whole 


Council of GOD, ſhall we therefore deprive 
him of Food and Raiment, becaufe he would 


not confine his Diſcourſes to our wrong No- | 


tions ? Has an Arian Society Right to deprive a 
faithful Minifter of his Stipend, becauſe in his 
Sermons he will not ſhamefally deny the Lord 


that bought him? The Prefacer indeed ſays, 
Men may diſpoſe of their Money as they think 


fit, to encourage what Doctrines they. pleaſe, 
or retain it to diſcourage them; Every Society 


Maſter of its Favours, Pag. 70. But I ask 


if they can do this innocently 2 which I ſup- 
poſe" they cannot, ſince it is appointed that thoſe 
who preach the Goſpel ſhould live by the Goſ- 
I. If they can't do it innocently, to ſay they 
Have a Right'to do it, is to uſe Words without 
3 any 
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tract Guilt. So that conſider us in what 

Nees you pleaſe, either as Men or as Chri- 
ſtians, the Opinions of Societies are no Nule to 
us nor can it be a good Argument for any Pra- 

Qice to ſay it was done by a Society. ca: 
I would beg Leave to obſerve 3270, at 


in Order to defend us in his Way, he muſt 


neceſſarily ſuppole a Fact which never happen- 


t the whole People of Scotland met to- 
5 a Society to embrace and eſtabliſh 
the Confeſſion of Faith. As far as my own. little 


ing goes, I never met with any ſuch Fact 
ne — But ſhould he mean no more than 
that each Congregation met by itſelf and re- 
ceived the Confeſſion, I am ſtill at a Loſs to 
know where he reads this. We know it was 
compoſed by the Aſſembly of Divines at Ve ff. 
miniſter, but when did particular Congregati- 
ons approve it? But if by the whole Nation 
he means that very ſmall Part that met in Pre- 
sbyteries, Aſſemblies or Parliaments, and plead 
that the People has' received it by their Re- 
preſentatives : To this no Doubt it will be 
anſwered, That it is very new and ſurpri- 
fing, to talk of Peoples receiving their Creed 
by Deputies, or embracing Doctrines by Com- 
miſſioners : It is very odd that this ſhould 
drop from the Pen of one, who contends 
that free Choice is = — 5 = 

igion, and an m 2 

ligion, and every Man muſt | Picat, 
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Nictates of his own Conſcience, Pag. 57 Ac- 
cording to this Way of arguing, we muſt not 
blame the Papiſic for blindly aſſenting to the 
Determinations of Councils, ſince the Members 
that compoſe theſe Aſſemblies are Perſons en- 
truſted by them for this Purpoſe : And after 


this we muſt nat charge it as a Crime on the Pa- 


{eco maintain implicite Faith; or if we do, muſt 
content to come in Partners with them in 


And further by this Means the heavy Voke of 
Patronages is immoveably bound upon us; for 
that being done by the Repreſentatives of the 
People is thereby according to him, rendered 
as reaſonable as Presbytery itſelf: For no Doubt 
People: may as well transfer the Choice of a 
Miniſter to another Perſon, as they can devolve 
the Choice of the Doctrines, that Miniſter 
s to preach, upon their Repreſentatives. But 
ſeeing our Pragtiee is right in itſelf, we don't 
need ſueh Acts to defend it. Tho our Author 
havisg invented a very odd Defence taken from 
the Rights af Society, he ſeems to have found 
himſelf obliged in order to make that Defence 
rug the better, to invent the Society too, Pag. 
56. But ſhould our Adverfaries allow there 
was fuch a Society met, that would be of no 
Service to our Cauſe, unleſs the Practice were 
zuſt and reaſonahle in itſalf· And if it be right 
in ifelf, we dont want the Votes of the People 

taguſtiſy our Conduct. And is ic * 
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57 Ac- ly to betray a Cauſe, under a pretended Bes 
aſt not I fence, when a Man argues a Practice is qu 

to the Hand good, becauſe the Multitude approves it. 
:mbers But I am perſwaded, Sir, you; will be yet 
dns EN- further diſpleaſed with this Pertqrmance, whert 

| after you obſerve, That he betrayes the Cauſe in ſuc 

je Pa- I Manner as gives Countenance to the mot dau- 

, muſt TerOUus Doctrines and vileſt Actions. To evince | 
em in this conſider, Firſt, That this Author contrary 


dered 
2oubt 
2 of a 
volve 
niſter 


+ to. the Principles of this Church, is for un- 


bounded Toleration, Pag. 54. Every Society 
muſt judge for themſelves, what Faith they 
would have preach'dio them, Again, Pag. 55. 
Nor can any other aſſume an Authority over them 
to oblige them to bear Doctrinęs which they diſ- 
believe and diſregard, or hinder. them from. be- 
ing inſtructed and animated in that Faith which. 
their Conſciences (tho erroneous) teaches them 
they ought to embrace. And at the Bottom of 
this Page, he ever ſuppoſes. them making a 
wrong Choice of their Faith; and adds, that 
this alters not the Matter. I wiſh the Gentle- 
man before he wrote this, had given himſelf. 


© the Trouble to read the Confeſſion he wrote 
Ja Preface to Cap. 23. 


F. 3. where it is de- 

clared to be the Magiftrates Duty to take Or- 
der that Unity and Peace be preſerved in the 
Church, that the Truths of GOD be kept. 
pure and entire; That ALL Blaſpbem and 
HERESFES BE SUPPREST. This, Sir, is 
the Opinion of the Chiurchof Scotlend; Tho, 

; B according 


© 


my 


ſecording to the Preface, every Perſon in every 
Society; has a Right founded, as deep as Na- 
ture, to chooſe and follow what Faith they 
eaſe, and none muſt diſturb them in the En- 
joyment of their natural Rights; and there- 


fore they have a Right of introducing. into the 
Nation whatever wild Notions they pleaſe, 


and have the ſame Right to make a publick 


| Profeſſion of theſe Errors as we have of thoſe 
Doctrines which are the Truths of GO D. ni 


T would likewiſe here demand, if this does not 
overthrow the true End and Deſign of our 


Confeffion to keep out vile Hereſies from a- 


Mong us. For if this Scheme of unbounded 
Toleration be allowed, how can our Confeſſi- 


on of Faith anſwer theſe Ends, if all Doctrines 


without Diſtinction may be preach d and pro- 


Pagated among us? Perhaps he may ſay, (till 
che Church wilt be pure. If by the Church be 
meant the People of every Congregation, this 


T art afraid will not be the Caſe ; but many of 
chem having itching Ears, will be eaſily ſedu- 
ced by cunning Hereticks. And then upon his 
Scheme, Confeſſion will produce this notable 
ſoand. | + 
And can you think, Sir, That ſuch a per- 
formance deferves the Honour of being prefix- 
8 Confeſſion of Faith? F am ſatisfied 
Ou cab 


* 


Bis PrincipEts be allowed to be true, the ex- 
ä claſion 


& 


Effect, that ſo many as remain ſound will be 


; Eſpecially when you conſider, that 


| every 
as Na- 
they 
e En- 
there - 


Ito the 


pleaſe, 
ublick 


thoſe | 


es not 
of our 
OM a- 
unded 
nteſſt- 
trines' 
1 pro- 


I till 


ch be. 


this 
ny of 
ſedu- 
n his 
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il be 


Per- 
refix- 
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„that 
e ex- 
uſion 
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cluſion of the Miniſters from their Churchey | 
in the late evil Times, cannot be complained of 
as unjuſt and wicked: Every Society is Maſtes 
of its own Favours, Pag. 70. Abſtracting 4 
Beneſice is no Perſecution, when the Miniſt 
differs in his Notions from the People, or whic 
amounts to the ſame, the People from him 
Page. 58. For, according to the Preface, a Mi- 
niſter is to be inſtructed by his People what he 
is to teach them: They firſt give him hig 
Leſſon, and he repeats it to them; and if he 
fails to teach them Doctrines ſuited to their 
Fancies, they may withdraw his Emoluments 
or Salary; to which (according to our ances 
he has no Right any longer than he fallows the 
Notions of the People, Pag. 58. For he muſt 
be regulate by their Conſtitutions, which if he 
depart from, he evidently forfeits any Title he 
had to his Stipend: If he contradicts them, 
they may juſtly ſtarve him. Pag. 55. It W 
be allowed for the Ruſers of that Society to rake - 
proper Mea ſures whereby it may be 1 
whether a Perſon is qualified for an Eccleſiaſtical 
Office. N. B. He is here ſpeaking ofa Society 
without Miniſters, but going to chooſe them'; 
and therefore by Rulers muſt be meant ciyi 
Rulers. But the Rulers in the late Times jud- 
ged our worthy Miniſters unqualified for the 
Office of publick Teachers, and therefore ex: 
pelled them from their Charges, which (accards 
ing to our Author) they had a Right to da with 
17 0 J out 


Cao'F 


| out the leaſt Tmputation of Perſecution, the 


Miniſters being unqualified to teach theſe Do- 
Krines they thought proper. 

Nay, he lays a good Foundation for the like 
e of our Miniſters, it they are reſoly- 
ed to continue faithful in corrupted and ini- 
quous Times. For ſuppoſe the Generality of 


the People ſhould become infected with the 
Contagion of Arianiſm, then would they, ac- i 
cording to the. Preface, have an undoubted | 


Right to tyrn out opr faithful Goſpel Miniſters, 
and ſet up Arian Teachers in their Room. But 
Is 1 it not very ſtrange and ſurpriſing, that our 
ae es from the Truth ſhould give us a 

ight to malc-treat honeſt and worthy Mini- 
ſters, i. g. our being guilty of one Crime give 
Peas Rig % to commit another? 

Yea, ſo big with Abſurdities is his Scheme, 


that it juſtifies the eſtabliſhing Societies of A: 


theiſts, Deiſts, Socinians, Arians, Arminians, 


540 or if theſe Wretches meet together in a 
aba , they have a Right founded as deep as 
Nature, to eſtabliſh what Doctrines they pleaſe, 
And how ſoon-this may be the Caſe no one 


knows, if this Scheme takes place, and People | 


are taught to turn out their Miniſters, becauly 
1 8 get new Notions. 
Again, it is - ſtrange underyaluin our Con- 
feſſign of Faith, to put it ſo evidently upon 4 
evel with the Alcoran of the Mabumetans and 
5 n of 1 e For theſe 
. 1] as a | SDSS 18 Books 


Az) 
* — 
„the Books having been received in Societies nu- 
> Do- merous enough, they are impoſed with the 
| ſame Juſtice and Right that we require an Af- 
e like Þ ſent to our Confeſſion ; For the People having 
eſoly- © a Right to impoſe what they pleaſe, or ſeems 
d ini- lf proper to them, it is nothing but the Exerciſe 
ity of ¶ of their natural Right to impoſe either the one 
h the or the other of thoſe Books. ov 
y, ac- Further, if his Principles are juſt, That no 
ubted Man ought to meddle with the Affairs of a 
iſters, © Society of which he is not a Member, or di- 
a. But rect them in the Management of their religious 
at our Concerns, to which he gives no ſofter Names 
us 2 than Intruſion and Uſurpation, (Pag. 52. No 
Mini- Foreigner can intrude himſelf into a Society 
> give ¶ founded upon Conſent, or uſurp the Manage- 
ment of its Concerns : ) If theſe Principles, I ſay, 
heme, be juſt, they evidently condemn our worthy 
of A- and godly Cares who did. ſo ſolemnly 
nians, | engage to extirpate Popery, Prelacy, &c. out 
r in aof Scotland, England and Ireland. But ſince 
geh as} theſe were ſo many Societies founded upon 


pleaſe, © Conſent, it was Intruſion, Uſurpation and Ty- 
10 one ¶ ranny in theſe holy Men to interfere in the Ma- 
People nagement of their Concerns, or pretend to o- 
ecauſy yerturn and diſſolye theſe Societies, who hav- 


ing voted their Errors, had a juſt Right to the 
r Con- ¶ undoubted Poſſeſſion of them. 

upon a | And to mention but one more of the many 
ns and Abſurdities that follow from his Principles, We 
* theſe W N 78,3 
Books 


>E 3g 


(239 , 
al no, That when Chriſtianity firſt appeared, 
the World was cantoned into ſo many religious 
Societies; and therefore, according to the Pre- 
face (Pag. 54. No Man, tho he thinks himſelf 
"extremely qualified to advance theſe Ends [vis, 
Government and Inſtruction] can intrude him. 
felf into a Society that thinks otherwiſe ;) the 
Apoſtles were guilty of uſurping an arbitrary 
Power, when they entred the Synagogues to 
preach to the 7eme, or direct them in their 
ſpirĩtual Concerns. For this certainly was the 
Intruſion of a Foreigner. But if he makes their 
extraordinary Commiſſion a ſufficient Excuſe 
for them, he cannot fail to condemn any Mi- 
niſter of this Church, who would go into a So- 
ciety of our Papiſts, and fo far interfere with 
their ſpiritual Concerns, as to exhort them to 
amend their Errors. Are not theſe Societies 
founded upon Conſent? Is not he a Foreigner 
to their Society; and therefore ought not ſo 
far to uſurp a Power of teaching and inſtructin 
them,who think him unqualified for that Work? 
This, tho a plain and neceſſary Duty, is with 
the Prefacer Intruſion and Lſurpation. | 
You will obſerve, Sir, that I have paſt over 
ſeveral other leſſer Things cenſurable in this 
Piece: For I thought it ſufficient to ſhow how 
ſhamefully he has betrayed our Cauſe, if T evin- 
ced that his' moſt plauſible Arguments plainly 
did this, and that the main Reaſoning, upon 


Which 


FS 


t 
which he founds his Defence of our Practice, 
xared, I is ſo very falſe and dangerous. And here 1 
ligious I muſt obſerve, that this Deng the main Prin- 
1e Pre-Weiple he uſes to anſwer the Objections of Ad- 
himſelf Wverſaries, if this be found inſufficient and falſe, 
vi. Wall their Objections ſtand in full Force againſt 
le bim- Ius, riotwithſtanding any Thing he has done: 
;) the or after the long Work of almoſt 200 elabo- 
bitrary rate Pages, he has left the Cauſe worſe than he 
zues to found it: And tho he has made the Church 
1 their Wthe Complement of a Defence, he does indeed 
as the Wbetray her Cauſe, and expoſe her to the In- 
es their {Wults of her Foes. And therefore T am humbly 
Excuſe f Opinion, that ſome abler Hands and ſtronger 
ny Mi- Heads ſhould be appointed to vindicate the 
o a So- Practice of our Church in obliging Miniſters 
re with Wo ſubſcribe our Confeſſion. { owl in this 
hem to piſtle have eſſayed ſomething of this Kind, 
ocieties ad not I ſeen the late Attempt of à pri- 
reignet Nate Hand ſo very unſucceſsful. And there- 
not ſo Wore I rather choſe to obteſt and beſeech you, 
ructing r ſome of your reverend Brethren, as you re- 
t Work? ard the Glory of the great GOD, and of our 
is with Pleſled Lord and Saviour; as you are concern- 
N for the Honour of the Church of Scotland, 
aſt over Ihe Purity of Goſpel Doctrines, and the Tran- 
in this Wuillity and Peace of our Zion, to undertake 
ow how Frith all Expedition the uſeful and ſeaſonable 
fI evin- Mork; and to uſe your utmoſt Endea vours 
plainly I the enſuing Aſſembly, to remove by Au- 2 
„ upon thoritx 
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